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HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

I hope everyone had a great holiday break.  Thank you to all 
the parents who helped and provided products for the 
Holiday Party and the Gingerbread Houses.   

Great Expectations: 
Today, I discussed with the students about expectations for 
the second half of the year.  Students will be asked to apply 
what they have learned to this point of the year. I will be 
looking for capitalization, punctuation, and complete 
sentences with details.  Here are some ways you can  
encourage your children at home. 

Please read your child’s spelling sentences and encourage 
them to add more details. 
 For example: 
 Instead of:   I like Jake. 
 Encourage: I like to playing Star Wars with my friend,  
   Jake. 

Please make sure you child is putting their name on math and 
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Reminders 

• School Hours 
8:20 - 3:10 pm 
Please arrive by 8:15 a.m. 

• Winter Gear: Boots, Hats, 
Mittens, Coats, Snow pants. 
Oh My!  Make sure you 
label your students winter 
clothing! 

• Additional Clothing: Please 
keep a dry pair of socks in 
your child’s backpack.  
Sometimes, their feet get 
soaked at recess.    

Important Dates 

1/5 - December Reading 
Logs Due  
1/8 - Fun Lunch - Pizza 
1/18 - No School - MLK Day 

Happy Birthday! 

• 1/20 - Carter C. 

Star Student 

• 1/11 - Kaz K. 
• 1/25 - Ben L.
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spelling homework.  I am getting a lot of work without student 
names on it.  The students are unable to recognize their math 
and ELA work after they have turned it in.  Please encourage 
them to write their name first, prior to starting homework. 

Writing 
This week, we will start reading and writing all about Polar 
Bears and finish our How To on Gingerbread House. 

Next week, our writing focus will be on Martin Luther King, Jr 
and the words that defined him.  Each student will write about 
MLK and we will make peace doves, too! 

At the end of the month we will start another informational 
writing piece based on Abraham Lincoln.  The Lincoln writing 
will follow the guidelines of The First Thanksgiving story we 
did in November, where we will separate his life into different 
periods write about it. 

Reading 
We are studying Unit 3, Lesson 13.  This week, children will 
think about the question “What changes do the different 
seasons cause?”  We’ll read an informational text called 
Seasons that explains what happens in winter, spring, summer, 
and fall.  Then children will read about how the season affect 
animals in informational text Four Seasons for Animals. 

Words to Know: 
down, fall, goes, green, grow, new, open, yellow 
Phonics Skills: 
Digraph sh, wh, and ph; contractions with ’s and n’t 
Vocabulary Strategy:  
Words ending in -ed, -ing, or -s. 
Comprehension Skills:  
Cause and effect - tell what happens and why 
Comprehension Strategy: 
Visualize - picture what is happening as you read. 

Spelling 
We are working on “sh, wh and ph” words and the listed 
Words to Know listed in the Reading Section of this newsletter.  

Math 
With the same progression that occurred with subtracting 9 
from teen numbers repeats itself in Lessons 17, 18, and 19 as 
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Weekly Schedule 

Monday 
Music   8:50 - 9:20 a.m.  
PE     1:00 - 1:30 p.m. 
Tuesday  
PE     8:20 - 8:50 a.m.  
STEM   12:30 - 1:00 p.m.  
Library   1:00 - 1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday  
PE     9:05 - 9:35 a.m. 
Thursday  
Music   9:20 - 9:50 a.m.  
BB PE   1:00  - 1:15 p.m. 
Friday 
Art      8:25 - 9:15 a.m. 
Recess/PE 11:55 - 12:20  
Chorus   1:00 - 1:30 p.m. 

Second Step 

Second Step is a program that 
was adopted by District 90 to 
help children develop skills for 
social and academic success. 
Please see discussion topics that 
will be discussed for the next 
couple of weeks. 

• Feeling Change 
• Accidents Happen 
• Showing Care and Concern  

Spirit Wear & Rewards 

This Thursday will be our 
Spirit Wear Day!  Wear RED or 
Lincoln clothing to win prizes!  

Check out my website:  
www.neilsonnews.weebly.com

http://www.neilsonnews.weebly
http://www.neilsonnews.weebly
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students subtract 8 from teen numbers in concrete, pictorial, and abstract contexts. Students practice 
a pattern of action, take from ten and add the ones, as they face different contexts in word problems. 
For example, “Maria has 12 snowballs. She threw 8 of them. How many does snowballs does she 
have left?” 

Lesson 20 both broadens and solidifies students’ strategy use as they are faced with a combination 
of 7, 8, and 9 as subtrahends being taken away from teen numbers in both story problems and 
abstract equations. Lesson 21 closes Topic B with a student-centered discussion about solution 
strategies as they solve both action-oriented (take from with result unknown) and relationship (take 
apart with addend unknown) problems. Students ask each other, “How and why did you solve it this 
way?” and then discuss which strategies are the most efficient.  

Science 
In science, the children will learn about matter and the three states: solid, liquid and gas.  The 
students will explore the processes that result in change including freezing, evaporation, melting and 
condensation.  The goals of these activities are to strengthen the students’ ability to observe and 
describe the properties of solids, liquids, and gages.  Also, the activities give students many 
opportunities to predict results, plan, and perform simple tests and analyze, interpret, and discuss 
their results.  Finally, the overall goal is that students become more aware oto changes that occur in 
their environment and that change is constant in our world. 

What students need to bring for our Changes Science Unit… 

First, please send in a ribbon as long as your child was when he/she was born.  Please write on the 
ribbon his/her name and their length at birth on the ribbon.  Please send in by Friday, Jan. 8th.  We 
will be comparing the change over time and compare our change with other students. 

Second, as a class we will observe and predict items we think will change over the period of three 
weeks.  I would like each child to bring in something he/she thinks will change over three weeks.    
All items need to be in a plastic bag or plastic clear container. 
 Some suggestions: 
 Fruits - a strawberry, a piece of an apple, a piece of pear, or a slice of lemon.   
 Vegetables - cut potato, cut tomato, a piece of lettuce.  Please NO BROCCOLI!    
 Bread or Grains - breads with no preservatives  (very little change will happen) 
 Soap - small piece of soap in water 
 Plants - a flower, a bulb planted 
 Nail in water - needs to be a steel nail without rust protection 

Be creative.  Think about what changes over time.  We will be doing evaporation as part of our 
experiments, so please no water. 
Each week, being scentists, the children will observe and document the changes that are observed.  
Please send your change item in to school on Monday, January 11th for our first observation. 
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